THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM
Topographical drawings have formed part of many of the collec-
tions of local history which have reached the Museum. Notable
among early acquisitions are the Sussex MSS. of Sir William Burrell,
with drawings by S. 'H. Grimm, William Cole's, Thomas Kerrich's
and James Essex's Cambridgeshire, and Adam Wolley's Derbyshire
MSS. There were many in the foundation collections, especially in
the Cotton and Harleian MSS.; for example, among the Cotton is
a series of charts and plans of English ports, made for Henry VIII in
pursuance of his policy of founding a British navy. One of the most
beautiful pieces of cartography is a finely drawn and coloured map
of the Honour of Windsor in 1607, by the celebrated map-maker
John Norden.
The Museum's map-collections have not been consistently adminis-
tered. For thirteen years, from 1867 t^' 1880, there was an inde-
pendent Department; but after that it lapsed into the Department
of Printed Books, retaining however many manuscript maps acquired
during those years, as well as the great collection in the King's Library
(see above, p. 192). It is obvious that maps occurring in volumes
not purely geographical, whether manuscript or printed, cannot be
segregated from the collections of which they form part; nor, for
historical reasons, can the collections be broken up. But at the
present day manuscript maps may in exceptional cases be consulted
in the Map Room in the Department of Printed Books, since Keeper?
are no longer at war with each other as they were a century ago.
About 1840 the newly founded Geographical Society obtained
the Trustees' order for a special catalogue of all the maps in the
various collections of the Department of Manuscripts. Madden was
indignant, and not without reason, for, as he said, there was nothing
to prevent any other body from persuading the Board to make a
similar order; and it is obvious that the Board had in fact given no
thought at all to the state of the Department's normal work or the
size of its staff. However a list was compiled in 1841 by John Holmes,
and was continued and published:
Catalogue of the Manuscript Maps, Charts and Plans and of the Topographical
Drawings in the British Museum.    3 vols.    1844-6 r .3I
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